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installation commander forwarding a
request for waiver will allow time to
permit investigation, evaluation, and
reply.

(ii) Waivers may be renewed each
year by the commander originally
granting the waiver for a waiver period
not to exceed 5 years. Prior renewal,
commanders will review the need for
the waiver to ensure that cir-
cumstances requiring the waiver have
not changed. Results of this review
(and a progress report regarding mile-
stones that have been completed) will
be forwarded through command chan-
nels to the commander originally
granting the waiver.

(iii) A request for amendment will be
initiated when factors or cir-
cumstances requiring a change to the
original waiver are identified.

(iv) When factors or circumstances
prevent correction of the waiver condi-
tion within 5 years of the initial ap-
proval of the waiver, such condition be-
comes a candidate for an exemption.

(d) Exemptions. (1) Exemptions are
relatively long-term exceptions to oth-
erwise mandatory standards. Exemp-
tions will be granted only under the
following conditions:

(i) If corrective measures are imprac-
tical.

(ii) If impairment of the overall de-
fense posture would result.

(iii) If positive programs to eliminate
of the need for the exemption are being
pursued.

(2) Exemptions can be approved only
by the Secretary of the Army.

(i) Requests for exemptions will be
sent through command channels to
HQDA, DACS–SF, WASH DC 20310–0200.

(ii) Exemption requests will include
the information required in para-
graph(c)(2) of this section.

(iii) Copies of exemption requests
will be maintained at the installation
and MACOM or USAMRDC Safety Of-
fices.

Subpart C—BDP Contractors

§ 626.15 Written procedures for con-
tractor review.

The contracting agency will prepare
written procedures for reviewing con-
tractor capability to safely perform
BDP work with etiologic agents. The

written procedures will describe the
criteria and guidelines for preparing
the facilities description, safety re-
quirements, special procedures and
techniques, inspection procedures, and
MCE scenarios. These written proce-
dures will be submitted to the con-
tracting agency MACOM for review and
approval.

§ 626.16 Contracting agencies.
Contracting agencies, in coordination

with their respective Command safety
offices will monitor contractor per-
formance in meeting safety require-
ments.

(a) The contracting agency will es-
tablish an inspection program and
schedule for all BDP contractors who
perform contract work with BL–3 or
BL–4. Inspections will be conducted by
safety and health personnel. The sched-
ule will include, as a minimum, the fol-
lowing:

(1) A pre-award inspection on site,
prior to contact award, for initial con-
tracts for BDP work requiring BL–3 or
BL–4 operations. If during a pre-award
inspection, major corrective measures
are required, a reinspection is required
prior to the beginning of contract oper-
ations.

(2) A pre-award inspection of follow-
on BL–3 and BL–4 contracts.

(3) A pre-operational inspection if a
major change in procedures, facilities,
or equipment is made after the pre-
award survey.

(4) Annual inspection of BL–3 and
seminannual inspection of BL–4 con-
tractor facilities, equipment, and oper-
ations.

(b) Pre-award surveys and annual in-
spections of contractors performing
work requiring BL–3 or BL–4 will be
conducted by safety and health profes-
sionals trained in BDP operational
safety requirements. Pre-award sur-
veys and annual inspections of BL–1
and BL–2 contractors will be conducted
by safety and health professionals or
contracting agency representatives
who are trained in biological safety in-
spection techniques. The Safety Inspec-
tion Checklist in DA Pam 385–69 will be
used.

(c) The contracting agency will re-
quire each BDP contractor whose con-
tract requires the use of etiologic
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